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Art Textbooks

The GIANTS

Helen Gardner, MA

"Art through the ages:  An Introduction to its History and Signficance"

   When chance and fate did will me to stop

   from my travels for a necessary rest. And

   then amongst the "clearnace" books, for $3

   was this red-covered tome:

   Art Through the Ages 1926; Revised edition, 1936.

   (with a very spiffy bird-glyph on the cover ;)

   Published by the Plimpton Press, Norwood, Mass. 

(ah beauty 'tis when we give our selves (willingly) to 

 the muses, hard the road we tread, but beauty squared

 are the rewards they bring to us, and upon our death

 'tis rumoured that we shall dwell on Parnassus)

Suggested History book:  "History of the World",

                         John Whitney Hall, Gen. Ed.

                         John Grayson Kirk, Ed.    

                         ISBN 1.57215.316.4 (North Dighton, 2002)

(a book on history that gives wonderful coverage to the visual

 arts, now if only they'd do the same for music, dance, and theatre!)

And "the rest"

In this section:  {Marilyn Stockstand} (survey)


Marilyn Stockstadt

  "Oh, those many years ago, as i read 

   Shelly's (or was it Wordsworth?) on

   reading Chapman's Iliad; oh, these

   days, when first mine eyes were 

   opened by Stockstadt, and now that

   it turn mine gaze back to the *new*

   Garnder.  OH!  Such beauty!!!! And 

   this and Arvo pArt's Tisaion, 'tis

   too much to bear. Praise to the muses, in

   their way, to take us into such a realm!"

              --- Pizo; peace upon all beings and things.

  "Art History", 2nd edtion

  ISBN 0.8109.0610.4 (New York/Tokeo, 2002)





François Icher

"Building the Great Cathedrals", ISBN 0.8109.4017.5

(Abrams, Italy, 1998). Tr. from the French by 

Anthony Zielonka.

Fav's

List of References:  {Dempsey}

                     {Leighton}

                     {Ferrer & Pinchon}

                     {Oxford Concise Dictionary of Art & Artists}

                     {Smaugula}

                     {Forty: Mythology: A Visual Reference}

                     {The French Pest(s): The Napoleans}

Howard Smaugula, "Currents: Contemporary directions in the Visual 

Arts",2nd Ed, 1989, ISBN 0-13-195595-0]

This is a "must read" for any modern artist. Howard takes us on

a whirl-wind tour of art "snap-shot-ed" in 1989. His book confronts

us with both the public and personal issues of art as it is created,

as it is executed, as it seen. For any artist, this is a book that

seriously discusses the "how-ness" and the "what-ness" of art. (We

are *all* still looking for answers to the "why-ness" of art. And

of cours the why-ness of the why itself.  Enjoy!  -- Pizo. 05.01.06

(hope-ing that there is a new edition as well! Well done, Mr. Smaugula!)

Jean-Louis Ferrer & Yann Le Pinchon, "Art of the 20th Century: A year

by year chronicle of painting, architecture, and sculpture",  1998,

ISBN 248.27721.0. Printed in Italy.

This (almost without a doubt) should be *the* bible for any modern

artist. It is done up in the "newspaper" chronicle style, and is a 

joy to read -- if some-what tiresome to use as a reference book.

Each article captures the "now-ness" each event. From the World's

Faire on the Champ-de-Mars (1900) -- which "surely" the 37-year old

Toulouse-Lautrec would have visited. To the final essays on "Such

a Pretty Civilisation" & "Accident & Rebellion". I consider it to

be the "first book" for the new century -- much in the same way

as {"The Dictionary of Art"} is the first reference work for the

new millenium.  Viva Great Britain!  Viva la France!  

Viva Mr's. Ferrer & le Pinchon!!!

(now where are my notes on Mark Tobey??? rummages around in coat

pockets, and upon finding a un-opened, if slightly crushed granola

bar, has a short snack, while thinking about "the intrusion of

the geometric into the organic" and humming (v. off key) the 

Satie's March on a theme by Jean Coacateu to himself.  

Peace to all, Pizo).

Dictionary of Art

That the work is fantastic (as in can this work *really*

exist or is it but some sweet dream of a more perfect world?)

But, upon awakening, and to my heart's joy! 'tis!

?exact-title?  ?isbn.code?  ?pub-info?

"Art in the Modern Era -- A Guide to Styles, Schools & Movements",

by Amy Dempsey. ISBN 0.8109.4172.4 (London, 2002).

Not since the Dictionary of Art and "Art Spoke"/"Art Speak" has there

been such a wondrous book! In addition to the usual blurb (names,

suspects, places, things, objects, nouns, verbs, and adjective here

and there), Maestro Dempsey guides us to key collections and books. 

She has treuly given us a "dictionary" for the 21st century!"

The French Pests: The Napoleans

  And then Symon asked, "And what master shall we

  say of the pests that we have produced?  These

  abominations, these.... these crabs?"

  And Socrates replied, "Say, that they are not 

  native to these parts, but did come and partake

  of our generousity, but like the viper did bite

  and try to kill the hand that had fed them and

  their children for all of these years."

  To which Symon said, "But, that doesn't seem just."

  Socrates chuckled and replied: TANJ!  (There ain't

  no justice).

To which i would add: Yes, but there is hope.

See also: [War
   Oh, ragged and worn this body of mine!

   And hobbling along as i oft now more than not, do.

   Whence forth into mine eyes a book. Could it be?

   Oh JOY, Oh Callooo, Callais!  And Hallooo and [Pere Tanguay]

"Art, War, & Revolution in France 1870-1871: Myth, Reportage, and

 Reality", John Milner (may the muses sing his praises in all

 universes!), Yale University Press ISBN 0.300.08407.2 (New Haven & 

 London, 2000).

Re-Ordering the Universe

  Patricia Leighten, "Re-Ordering the Universe: Picasso and

                         Anarchism, 1897-1914", Pp.14-15,

  ISBN 0.691.04059.1 (1989, Princeton).

Mythology: A Visual Encyclopedia

    "Mythology:  A visual encyclopedia"

     by Jo Forty (c) 1999 PRC Publishing Limited,

        graciously reprinted by our dear froodz at Barnes & Nobel

           ISBN 0.7607.5518.3 (China, 2017)

   ON THIS SITE:  Mythology (art of the g*ds!)      



Oxford Concise...

Oxford Concise Dictionary of Art & Artists" (New Edition),

Ian Chilvers, Ed. ISBN 0.19.280048.5 (Necastle upon Tyne, 1996).

Also, check out the new nifty "portable" oxford history of art

series. These are "torn down" from the massive volumes -- still

a bit "light" (but then only Nixon can go to China and only

Gardner can be Gardner -- and she's been dead for years!)

